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Issue III 
Spring 2018
This issue of The Scroll is dedicated to Gordon “Gordy” Fox, a member of the 
Brockport College Class of 1966, secondary mathematics. Gordy taught in the 
Hilton schools for many years. A very skilled woodworker, he built the Little 
Library that graces the lawn by Alumni House. The structure is a detailed model 
of the old Normal school building as it would have appeared in the 1870s. He 
also built the Little Library that is on the south side of the lawn by the Morgan 
Manning House, and he has been a key member of that society for many years. 
He does much of the repair and restoration work in the house, and has run a 
highly popular “Carriage House Carpenters” workshop for children in the 
summer at the house, teaching young people the basics of hand tools and 
carpentry.
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1
Little Free Library Dedicated
This past fall a Little Free Library, built by Gordon Fox 
’66, was installed in front of Hartwell Hall. The Little 
Free Library, formally dedicated in conjunction with the 
October First Friday at Alumni House, was sponsored by 
the Friends of Drake Library. Ginny Campbell explained 
the ‘take a book, leave a book’ concept of the Little Free 
Library movement and generously donated a Little Free 
Library plaque, which certifies the Little Library as one 
of more than 65,000 Little Libraries across the nation 
and around the world.
Of special note, a group of Greek sorority and fraternity 
students attended the event as co-sponsors of the project.  
The Greeks accepted the invitation to make the Little Library 
a service project in support of their mission to advance 
literacy. The group will help keep the Little Library stocked 
and orderly. A nearby bench, donated by Cherise and David 
Oakley on behalf of Woodside Granite Industries, offers an 
invitation for patrons of the Little Library to sit, relax, and 
enjoy a good read. The bench is inscribed with an especially 
appropriate quote for a college campus and attributed to 
Margaret Fuller: “Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.”
2
Brockport Libraries Represented at Naturalization Ceremony
Drake Memorial Library partnered with The Seymour Public 
Library to staff a table at the US Naturalization Ceremony at 
the College at Brockport. More than 50 people from many 
different nations received citizenship at the ceremony.  
As members of the Friends of Drake Library, Ginny 
Campbell and Mary Jo Orzech reminded attendees of the 
value of connecting with their libraries as vital sources of 
community information.
3Magic Lantern Slide Show
Charlie Cowling, librarian and archivist, and student interns are moving ahead with a project 
to digitize vintage glass plate negatives, created more than 50 years ago, which feature a variety 
of birds. On August 2, from 6-8 pm, the Friends group will be holding a Magic Lantern Slide 
Show featuring several of these images. Magic lanterns were the projectors used for the glass 
slides that preceded the 35 mm slides many may remember. A century ago schools like our 
predecessor Brockport Normal School had stocks of these slides as part of their educational 
technology. The slides came in a large number of subjects, including states of the U.S., famous 
artworks, etc. One fascinating subject area is birds. Many 
of these slides were taken by named photographers who were 
significant ornithologists and birding people of the day. One
of these people, for example, was Arthur Allan of Cornell 
University, the first ornithologist in the United States to
hold a PhD.
These bird slides will be the primary focus of the Magic 
Lantern program. Chris Norment, an ornithologist in the 
Department of Environmental Studies at the College at 
Brockport will be on hand to discuss the slides. We also 
are working on securing an historian of photography from 
the Visual Studies Workshop to speak on the subject of 
the magic lantern slides. Watch for fliers and email alerts 
for more information!
Antique Appraisers Roadshow
The Friends of Drake Library sponsored the second Antique Appraisers Roadshow, which took  
place in the Seymour Student Union on October 14, 2017.  More than $800 was raised 
through the event. Special thanks to Robert Meringolo, Brockport alumnus, for bringing his 
Roadshow back to Brockport.
4Giant Read Backpacks
The College at Brockport student athletes and Drake Library partner each year for a fun-filled event 
during which the athletes share their joy of reading with second graders at Theodore Roosevelt 
School No. 43 in Rochester. The athletes volunteer their time to read the book, Pete the Cat, and 
distribute copies of the book they personally autograph. Besides their own copies of the beloved 
tale, the children also receive drawstring backpacks filled with school supplies and personal hygiene 
items. This year’s backpacks were donated by the Friends of Drake Library. The backpacks and 
books were a great hit with the students.
Drake Library Research Awards
This is the second year of the Drake Library Research Award Competition sponsored by the Friends 
of Drake Library. The competition provides winners with educational credit (or cash for those 
graduating). Winners will have their names inscribed on a plaque in the Library and their research 
included in DigitalCommons@Brockport at: https://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/fodl_contest/
This year’s winners are:
Joshua Marchner, Great Lakes Water Levels Trends. ($500)
Emily Gerace,  The Association Between Owning Domestic Dogs as Pets and 
the Productivity Amongst College Students. ($300)
Cheryl Limer, Perceiving Emotion Through Music. ($150)
What a bright, insightful group! The students shared conversation about their papers and use of library 
resources, as well as their plans for the future. Special thanks to the Friends of Drake Library for 
sponsoring these awards and to the contest judges: Jill Campbell, Charlie Cowling and Jennifer Kegler.
Cheryl Limer, Joshua Marchner & Emily Gerace
5Celebrating Brockport eBook Authors
On Thursday, May 3, 2018, Drake Library hosted a 
celebration honoring faculty and emeriti authors who have 
published open access books in the SUNY Brockport eBooks 
collection hosted on Digital Commons. Approximately 
20 people attended, including faculty, staff, students and 
administrators. The authors spoke about their books and 
answered questions from the audience. In the photo above 
are John Maier (FODL member), author of Gilgamesh and 
Student Spotlight
Teresa Rodriguez, a senior who is planning to continue at Brockport for graduate work, recently 
sent this note of appreciation to the Friends of Drake:
  To The Friends of the Drake Library,
 Last year I won the 1st place prize for the FODL Research Writing Award. At the time I was 
notified I won my life was in upheaval. Recovering from a second wrist surgery and losing my 
disability benefits, I was uncertain if I would be returning to complete my degree in the fall of 2017. 
The award money helped provide a cushion that allowed me to search for work without the stress of 
being forced to take whatever I could find. The luncheon that I attended as a result of winning the 
award helped me to network and meet my eventual boss, Pat Maxwell. This award was crucial to 
my ability to return to school this fall, and now I will be graduating in May. I am grateful to the 
Friends of the Drake Library for providing students with a way to have their hard work highlighted 
and honored. Without this award I am not sure I would have returned to graduate.
 Sincerely,
Teresa Rodriguez 
John Maier, Amaury Samalot-Rivera & Gary Metz
the Great Goddess of Uruk, Amaury Samalot-Rivera, author 
of Desarrollo de Valores y Destrezas Sociales Apropiadas por Medio de la Educación Física y el Deporte: 
Una guía para maestros y entrenadores, and Gary Metz, co-author with Richard Lumb of Substance 
Abuse Interventions: Catalysts for Change: Criminal Justice and Community Collaboration.
SUNY Brockport eBooks considers for publication quality work produced by current or emeritus 
Brockport faculty or staff, students, or authors/editors whose work relates to The College at Brockport 
or its neighboring communities. Please contact kmyers@brockport.edu for more information.
https://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/sunybeb/
6Students Say Thank You for Long Night at Drake
Here are just a few of the thank-you notes received this past December for the snacks provided by 
FODL to students studying for finals as the semester came to a close. The Long Night at Drake 
Program provides snack pick-me-ups in the late night and wee hours of the morning, giving 
students both nourishment and encouragement.
 A great thanks for a great snack!!! Around 12am our stomachs and brains were looking for some 
yummy snacks to munch on, and you delivered!! Thank you so much for everything you do for the 
students here at suny brockport. We appreciate you.
I hope you have a fantastic holiday season.
Peace and kindness,
Alise, Gabriella and Sarah
 Thank you for all the snacks given out today in the library!! I really appreciated having a little 
generosity spread around during a tricky class time such as this one!
Thank you!
Good evening,
 My name is Rema Waziri, a junior public health major student at the college at brockport... I just want 
to send my appreciation for the donation you have provided to Drake Library. As a student who utilizes 
the library throughout the year, finals week is extra hectic. Your kind donation has impacted myself & 
many of my peers. Once again, I greatly thank!
Rema Waziri
Good morning,
 Early this morning I was greeted with a snack cart while I was studying for final exams. It’s my first 
year at brockport and I’m so glad I decided to study at this school. It’s people like you that make this 
place great.
 Respectfully,
Anthony
 Hello! my friends and I just wanted to thank you for the snacks at the library. We really appreciate it 
while studying for our finals.
Thank you so much!
Sarah, Katie, Michelle
7Makerspace Creations
The Friends of Drake Library provide funding for the filament 
used in many of the 3D creations produced in the library’s 
Makerspace. This semester the Markerspace has seen a number 
of new users trying their hand at this creative technology. 
The Makerspace was also featured in a March 2018 article in 
The Port—See: https://www.brockport.edu/news/stories/
makerspace
Spring Course Textbooks on Reserve 
FODL has been a major supporter of the Textbooks on Reserve Program in Drake library that 
provides library short-term loan of textbooks for high enrollment classes. Use of the books is 
growing as students learn they are available.  The Textbook on Reserve Program funded by FODL is 
another way the library is helping to ensure student success.
Coming Attractions
Save the Date - Thursday, August 2, 6-8 pm, FODL will be hosting a Magic Lantern Slide Show 
with Charles Cowling, Dr. Chris Norment and more. Details forthcoming.
A tree planting, honoring the memory of Janette Reynolds, the first librarian at Brockport, is 
planned for later this year on the west side of the Library. Stay tuned for more details.
FODL supporter and Brockport emeritus Bill Andrews recently donated several books related to the 
fountain, titled Happiness for All the Children of the World (also known as the Special Olympics 
Fountain), created by Zurab Tsereteli, which is located on the east side of the library. The books 
feature a number of full-color plates of Tsereteli’s work, including the statue of Prometheus, which 
stands in front of the Allen Administration Building. The books will be on display in Drake Library. 
The Friends of Drake Library Newsletter, The Scroll, is now available online in the library's Digital 
Commons@Brockport repository at: https://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/fodl_news
8PHYSICAL SPACES
New Entrance 
A new entrance is envisioned for the east side of the building, 
providing an accessible, welcome entry and focal point 
adjacent to the new Liberal Arts Building. $150,000
Drake Lobby 
Inside the library, visitors are welcomed into the main lobby, 
providing spaciousness and an invitation to explore further. 
This gathering space will continue to be an inviting, visible 
area nearby to the Aerie Cafe. $250,000
Library Public Services
The library’s integrated public services enable coordinated 
provision of programs related to student success and 
productivity. Meeting rooms and up-to-date technology are 
included. $250,000
The Learning Commons
The Learning Commons is a mixed-use area which includes 
high-end Mac computers in addition to PCs. The space 
allows for creative production of scholarship and media use. 
Furniture can be arranged to suit the needs of the users, 
including meeting areas for collaborative projects and 
comfortable seating for group discussions. $250,000
Learning Spaces/Seminar Rooms/Study Areas
A number of spaces are designed for seminar or small group 
use. These may include computers, projectors, whiteboards, 
or a SmartCart. Some areas have large flat-screen monitors 
for practicing presentations. Smaller study areas provide a 
distraction-free space for students to work on their own. The 
seminar and study rooms range in size from 30 square feet to 
more than 200 square feet. $10,000–$250,000
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
The library houses a number of unique special collections 
and comprehensive print collections. Gift opportunities exist 
to enhance preservation, discovery and digitization efforts of 
both existing and new collections.
The College Archives covers the history of the institution 
from its earliest days. Yearbooks and the student newspaper, 
The Stylus, are included. Historical materials bring to life the 
history of the Village of Brockport and surrounding areas. 
Materials include both print and online formats.
$100,000    COMPLETED!
The Juvenile Collection includes important print and online 
materials and is a rich resource for the College’s students 
studying education and human development. In addition to 
children’s books, it contains a collection of materials to be 
used by educators working with children. $100,000
The Periodical Collection contains journals — both print 
and online. This collection is of relevance to researchers 
and is used extensively by the College’s Interlibrary Loan 
Department. $100,000
Naming Opportunities for Drake Memorial Library
Drake Memorial Library is home to impressive print and digital collections, as well as critical information services. The 100,000 
square-foot building features flexible learning and meeting spaces to serve teaching, study and research needs. The library’s reach 
extends beyond the campus, serving the wider community with a variety of information resources, programs and services.
This is an exciting time for the Library and the College. In the future, Drake will be scheduled for extensive renovation to 
enable the Library to continue fulfilling its primary mission of providing access to information services. Enhancements will 
increase curation of local content, offer additional discovery paths for primary and secondary sources, and provide tools needed 
for new forms of research and scholarship.
OTHER SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Print Collections  $10,000 – $50,000
Cornell Collection —  Autographed copies of books, such as 
The Chestnut Rain by Bill Heyen.
Edwards Collection —  Scarce or rare monographic works, including 
an 1826 Greek grammar for use by the 
school.
Holmes Collection —  Books written by Mary Jane Holmes, 19th-
Century Brockport author.
Local History Collection —  These works are primarily related to 
western Monroe, Orleans and Genesee 
counties.
Digital Special Collections  $10,000 – $100,000
 The College at Brockport’s hallmark Writers Forum Video and Audio 
Collection includes recorded interviews of and discussions by our 
nationally recognized Writers Forum visiting authors.
  Digital Commons contains faculty authored materials, such as Studies 
of Water Resources of New York and the Great Lakes; online journals, 
such as The Spectrum: A Scholars Day Journal, as well as graduate theses, 
honors projects and other forms of online scholarly communication.
 Other digital collections materials include databases, podcasts, websites 
and more. The library webpage, our entry portal to online resources, is 
also a possible naming opportunity (www.brockport.edu/library).
Manuscript Collections  $10,000 – $50,000
The D.S. Morgan Collection —  Business papers of local agricultural 
reaper manufacturer from 
Brockport.
The Grade Collection —  Children’s hand-written and illustrated 
books from the 1970s.
The Sutphin Civil War Papers —  A collection of quartermaster 
reports and correspondence from a 
locally organized regiment.
ADDITIONAL NAMING OPPORTUNITIES
 Drake offers many additional naming opportunities to recognize 
and honor our benefactors, such as the library patio area next to 
Allen Administration Building with outdoor seating and sustainable 
plantings, as well as displays and exhibit spaces that provide unique  
gifts or memorials for donor consideration.
 We are happy to work with potential donors to tailor a giving 
opportunity that fits individual needs.
 For more information about these naming opportunities, contact:
Jenifer Smathers, 
Interim  Director, 
Drake Memorial Library 
(585) 395-2151
jsmather@brockport.edu
Send to:   Brockport Foundation, The College at Brockport, 
State University of New York, 350 New Campus Drive 
Brockport, New York 14420-2914
Join the Friends of Drake Memorial Library
n   Credit Card (Please complete the following section):
 Please charge my credit card one time in the amount of $ _____________ 
MC/VISA/AMEX/Discover# ____________________________________ 
Exp. Date ____________ 
Name as it appears on card  ____________________________________ 
Signature (required) _____________________________________________
n  Check (Payable to the Brockport Foundation)
Thank you for your support!
Name ______________________________________________
Home address _______________________________________
City _______________________  State ______ Zip _________
Preferred phone (       ) ________________________________
Email _______________________________________________
Employer ___________________________________________
(As you wish to be listed in the Roll of Donors) ❑  I wish to remain anonymous
YES, I want to support FODL with a contribution of $ 
❑  I would like more information on leaving a gift to FODL in my will.
(Detach here)
